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Introduction

The Blue Flag is run by The Foundation for Environmental Education (FEE); a non-profit
organisation that promotes sustainable development in freshwater and marine areas. The
Foundation for Environmental Education is the international operator for the Blue Flag. The
Blue Flag is a global programme with 49 countries participating internationally. The Blue
Flag challenges local authorities and beach operators to achieve high standards in four
areas:

Water quality

Environmental management
Environmental education
Safety
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Who is responsible for the Blue Flag?

On a local level Dun Laoghaire-Rathdown County Council are responsible for acquiring and
retaining the Blue Flag for suitable bathing areas within the county. The Blue Flag season
lasts one year and so applications are done on an annual basis.

The Cleansing Section of DUn Laoghaire Rathdown County Council is responsible for the
Blue Flag application.

On a national level the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) is responsible for setting
out the calendar for water testing dates.

An Taisce is the National operator of the Blue Flag within Ireland and is responsible for
ensuring compliance of Irish beaches participating in the Blue Flag programme.

The National Trust for Ireland operates the programme on behalf of FEE in Ireland. The
Blue Flag programme is funded in Ireland by the Department of the Housing, Planning &
Local Government.

Blue Flag Season

The Blue Flag season for beaches in Ireland coincides with the bathing season which runs
from the beginning of June to the middle of September. Blue Flag sites are only awarded
for one season at a time.
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Blue Flag Application Process in DLRCC

In late autumn every year, Dun Laoghaire Rathdown County Council (DLRCC), Cleansing &
Beaches section, Municipal Services prepare the application for the Blue Flag Award.

In order to qualify for this prestigious award, a series of stringent environmental,
educational, safety-related and access-related criteria must be met and maintained. At
beaches, the bathing water must comply with the excellent standard in accordance with the
2006 EU Bathing Water Directive.

The Blue Flag programme requires that beaches achieve excellent bathing water quality,
taking into account bathing water sampling results from the bathing seasons of the previous
four years.

In 2019, DLRCC are applying for Blue Flag status at Seapoint Beach which has won this
award for the last 5 consecutive years. The application is extensive and sets out the
requirements that DLRCC must meet before a beach can receive Blue Flag accreditation.

For more information on the Blue Flag - http://www.blueflag.global

Contact Details of Blue Flag Representatives

International

Blue Flag

Contact Person:

Sophie Bachet Granados
International Blue Flag Director

Email: sophie@fee.global
Telephone:+45 6124 8081

National

Blue Flag

Address: Francis Street, Swift's Alley, Dublin 8, Ireland
Contact person: lan Diamond

Telephone: +353 1400 2229

Email: blueflag@eeu.antaisce.org

Local

Blue Flag

Address:

Dun Laoghaire Rathdown County Council, DLR Operations Depot, Ballyogan Road, Dublin 18. Eircode: D18
AF57

Contact Person:

Lynn Murtagh

Telephone:+35312054700

Email: info@dIrcoco.ie
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BRAT GORM / BLUE FLAG

=

An Taisce

Ta brat gorm bronnta ar

Tra Rinn na Mara

don 2018 séasur snamha

A blue flag has been awarded to Seapoint Beach for the

2018 bathing

season

CAD E AN BRAT GORM?

Is éicillipéad deonach, idirndisiiinta é an Brat
Gorm do thranna agus muirini. Bronntar an Brat
Gorm ar thrdnna agus muirini a chomhlionann
sraith chritéar faoi leith:

e Eolas & oideachas Comhshaoil
e Caighdean farraige
e Sabhailteacht & Seirbhisi
e Bainstil Comhahaoil

WHAT IS THE BLUE FLAG?

The Blue Flag is an international, voluntary
eco-label for beaches and marinas. The Blue
Flag is awarded to beaches and marinas that

meet a specific set of criteria:
e Environmental information & education
e Water quality
e Safety & services
¢ Environmental Management

CE FHEIDHMIONN CLAR AN BHRAIT
GHOIRM?

Feidhmitear clar an Bhrait Ghoirm in Eirinn ag An
Taisce - an tiontaobhas Naisitnta dEirinn le
tacaiocht na Roinne Comhshaoil, Oidreachta agus
Rialtais Aititil agus thar ceann an Phorais um
Oideachas Comhshaoil

WHO OPERATES THE BLUE FLAG
PROGRAMME?

The International Blue Flag programme is
operated in Ireland by An Taisce — The National
Trust for Ireland with the support of the
Department of the Environment, Community
and Local Government and on behalf of the
Foundation for Environmental Education

LE HAGHAIDH TUILLEADH EOLAIS AR AN MBRAT GORM, DEAN TEAGHMAIL LE: / FOR FURTHER INFORMATION
ON THE BLUE FLAG PLEASE CONTACT

_ SONRAI TEAGMHALA AN UDARAIS
AITIOIL / LOCAL AUTHORITY CONTACT

Az dir
DETAILS:

Combaila Cantaa County

Dun Laoghaire Rathdown County Council,
Marine Road, Dun Laoghaire, Co. Dublin.
Tel: 01 205 4700

Email: info@dIrcoco.ie
Web: www.dlrcoco.ie

IDIRNAISIUNTA / INTERNATION
Foundation for Environmental Education
(FEE)
¢/o The Danish Outdoor Council,
Scandiagade 13, DK-2450 Copenhagen SV,
Denmark
Tel: +45 3379 0079 (Mo-Th 10-3, Fr 10-2)
Fax +45 3379 0179 Skype:
blue.flag.coordination Email:
coordination@blueflag.org Web:
www.blueflag.org

PHOBLACHT NA HEIREANN / REPUBLIC OF
IRELAND
Blue Flag Programme
An Taisce — Environmental Education Unit, 5a
Swifts Alley, Francis Street, Dublin 8.
Tel: 01 4002210
Email: blueflag@eeu.antaisce.org
Web: www.blueflagireland.org
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An Taisce

Irish Water Safety
The Long Walk, Galway. LoCall 1890420202

Web: www.iws.ie
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Comhshaol, Pobal agus Rialtas ARidil
Environment, Community and Local Govermment
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